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D.H. Lawrence’s last novel Lady Chatterley’s Lover is a controversial work in 
literary world. Scholars have studied it from different perspectives. This thesis will 
interpret the novel from the perspective of ecofeminism, considering the age the 
author lived in. Lawrence lived in an era when the industrialization gained complete 
triumph. The new century has brought Lawrence and his peers the World Wars, the 
environmental crisis, the psychological distress and species extinction. Great changes 
put the world in disorder. D. H. Lawrence witnessed the environmental degradation, 
loss of human nature and women’s suffering. He laid much emphasis on the 
long-lasting and profound aftereffect of the industrial war on human’s spirit. 
Lawrence was far-sighted to call people’s attention to the importance of natural, social 
and spiritual balance. Writing the novel, he consciously or unconsciously revealed 
ecofeminist awareness. Ecofeminism is a combination of feminism and environmental 
movement, which emerged in the 1970s. As an important social and cultural 
movement, ecofeminism argues that the domination over women and nature stems 
from the same source—the western patriarchal dualism, which has established men’s 
superior position and their reasonableness of domination over women and nature. 
Ecofeminism, firstly is “feminine”; secondly, a feminist must also be an ecologist, 
because the domination and oppression of women and nature are inextricably 
intertwined. Ecofeminists challenge the patriarchal dualistic framework and call into 
question the assumed superior position of men above women and nature. Their 
advocacy and goal are to establish a new and harmonious relationship between man 
and nature, man and woman. With the approach of ecofeminism and a text-based 
analysis, this thesis explores Lawrence’s great concerns about the future of human and 
nature in Lady Chatterley’s Lover. He created the harmonious relationship of human 















closeness to nature and her liberation reflect the author is in favor of women’s 
freedom. During Connie’s awakening, the wood provides a shelter for her. Although 
being trapped by her dull marital life, Connie persists in seeking her true love and the 
truth of life. Her change of role from a baroness to the lover of the gamekeeper 
Mellors symbolizes a conversion from a “civilized” person to a natural one. Nature 
quickens Connie’s awakening, and it’s the wood that paves the way for her rebirth. 
The thesis is made up of six parts, including the introduction and conclusion. The 
introductory part reviews the current research of Lawrence, his works and literary 
review of this novel, followed by the significance of the study. Chapter One is a brief 
review of ecocriticism and ecofeminism, including the rise and development of the 
theories, the main concepts of ecocriticism and ecofeminism. Chapter Two focuses on 
the ecofeminist awareness of Lawrence, namely, his ecological thoughts and feminist 
consciousness. This part detailedly studies the reasons why Lawrence has such 
ecofeminist opinion and how his thought is embodied in the novel. It analyzes the 
factors that influence Lawrence’s ideas, including the author’s life experiences, the 
socio-cultural background of his age and the heritage of literature. Chapter Three 
mainly explores and analyzes the victimized situation of Connie and nature in 
patriarchal society, tracing the roots of their oppressed position. Through descriptions 
of men’s destruction and exploitation of nature, it reveals Lawrence’s negative 
attitudes toward industrialization and mechanization. Chapter Four mainly analyzes 
the combination of Connie and nature. It illustrates how Connie identifies with the 
wood, how she gets her rebirth through the physical and spiritual unification with the 
son of nature. Connie chooses to unite with nature to revolt against the patriarchal 
domination and finally gains her liberation from it. In Conclusion, a summary of the 
whole thesis is given and it further states the value of this classical novel, pointing out 
the contemporary significance of Lawrence’s foresight.  
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David Herbert Lawrence was born on September 11, 1885 in England. His 
hometown, Eastwood of Nottinghamshire, was a small mining town in the country. 
However, he grew up to become an important figure in literary history. Lawrence is 
one of the primary shapers of 20th-century fiction and one of the most widely 
discussed and renowned authors. He remains mysterious and problematic in terms of 
all his works including novels, poetry and his paintings. In his 44 years’ short life, he 
was a prolific author of fiction, poetry, travel essays, and other works. His writings, 
ranging from extremely good to extremely bad, are widely read and commented. 
Lawrence came from a humble origin -- the son of a Nottingham coal miner, which 
was unusual for a British writer of his time. More unusually, he was a weak boy, 
hypersensitive, bright and talented. In his twenties, he had been recognized as a lyric 
poet and prose fictionist. Among his many works, the most famous are his novels 
Sons and Lovers (1913), The Rainbow (1915), Women in Love (1920), and Lady 
Chatterley's Lover (1928). Although best known for his novels, Lawrence wrote 
almost eight hundred poems. His main poetry included Love Poems and Others 
(1913), Birds, Beasts and Flowers (1923), Last Poems (1932), Fire and Other Poems 
(1940). Some other famous non-fiction works are Study of Thomas Hardy and Other 
Essays (1914), Movements in European History (1921), Studies in Classic American 
Literature (1923), A Propos of Lady Chatterley’s Lover (1929). Most of his works 
dealt with some fundamental problems such as love, nature and humanity. All his 
major novels took place in and around Lawrence’s birthplace Eastwood, an industrial 
mining town. 
Scholars home and abroad have researched the author and his novels from different 
perspectives. According to the statistics in encyclopedia, it’s estimated that there are 
more than 20 biographical study books about D. H. Lawrence published from the year 
















1956 to 2008. Many critics have discussed Lawrence’s novels from the perspectives 
of symbolism, romanticism, metaphysics, aesthetics, expressionism, mythology, 
psycho-analysis of Oedipus complex and so on. Scholars think highly of the value of 
Lawrence’s works. The highest assessment and the most influential advocate of 
Lawrence’s contribution to literature is the Cambridge literary critic F. R. Leavis who 
asserted that the author had made an important contribution to the tradition of English 
fiction. He regarded Lawrence as important as “the great tradition” of English novel, 
such as Jane Austen, Joseph Conrad, George Eliot and Henry James. Lawrence is now 
valued by many as a prophetic writer and significant representative of modernism in 
English literature. In all Lawrence’s novels, his last novel Lady Chatterley’s lover is 
the most famous one which he wrote three times. This one is the third version. 
According to Lawrence, he thought Lady Chatterley’s Lover was his best and most 
important novel. Lady Chatterley’s Lover was first published privately in Florence, 
Italy, in 1928. Yet from 1928 until 1959 nobody could legally publish or sell the 
unexpurgated novel. It had been banned for a long time in both UK and USA. Due 
partly to his detailed and candid descriptions of sex, he sometimes was even 
associated with pornography in the public. After the novel’s initial publication, it was 
not until the 1960s was the novel allowed to become generally available. Time tries 
truth, the well-known “Lady Chatterley’s Trial” eventually announced the verdict that 
the novel was clean and could be published legally. Hence the novel Lady 
Chatterley’s lover experienced a long way to its recognition.  
Since the novel’s circulation, a large number of critics have studied it from every 
possible perspective. Critical reactions to Lady Chatterley’s Lover range from high 
praise to condemnation. The controversies about it seem without a stop. Generally 
speaking, the previous studies mainly centered on three perspectives: the 
pornographic depiction, feminist criticism and comparative research. Some critics 
regarded it as the most obscene book. French philosopher Michel Foucault sharply 
and seriously criticized Lawrence’s description of sexuality. However, Chinese 
scholar Lin Yutang didn’t think it was pornographic. In his essay “On D.H. 
















the perfect unification of soul and body between male and female. A famous Chinese 
writer Yu Dafu once commented, in his work “On D. H. Lawrence’s Novel--Lady 
Chatterley’s Lover”, that Lawrence succeeded in describing social surroundings and 
natural background and in combining explicit psychological description and sexuality 
between man and woman. Feminists also hold many a research into the novel and 
attack the novel. They are most dissatisfied with the male-dominant characters over 
Connie. The first woman who attacked D.H. Lawrence is the French feminist, Simone 
de Beauvoir. She published her famous book The Second Sex. One of the major 
targets of the book is to declare a war against patriarchal society and Lawrence. By 
writing the book, Beauvoir showed her complete opposition to Lawrence’s idea that 
he considered women as the second sex. Richard Beynon thought “The Second Sex 
was the first work to raise the connection that Lawrence celebrated the phallic at the 
expense of women’s reality and being” (Beynon, 1997: 114). After analyzing 
Lawrence’s characterization of Connie and Mellors in Lady Chatterley’s Lover, 
Beauvoir drew the conclusion that Lawrence’s description clearly proved that man 
was superior to woman. Another radical feminist who severely attacked Lawrence is 
Kate Millett. In her book Sexual Politics, she mainly explored women’s realities in 
male-dominated world and went beyond Beauvoir’s insight. She also further 
undertook a sharp and offensive assault on Lawrence’s “male-supremacist attitudes” 
(Millett, 1971: 241) in Lady Chatterley’s Lover. In the chapter “The Literary 
Reflection” of the book, Millett analyzed Lady Chatterley’s Lover detailedly and 
questioned Lawrence’s sexual politics, regarding Lawrence as “the most subtle of 
sexual politicians.” (239). However，there are still positive ideas held by feminists and 
other scholars. Carol Dix criticized Millett bitterly in her book D.H. Lawrence and 
Women. On the contrary, she was in favour of Lawrence and boldly opposed the 
former radical feminists. Dix wrote in the introduction to D. H. Lawrence and Women, 
“The one theme running through my book is that, far from degrading women, far from 
treating them as inferior objects, as Lawrence is accused of by Kate Millett, he saw 
more in women, and the feminine principle, than did most of his contemporaries” 













Degree papers are in the “Xiamen University Electronic Theses and Dissertations Database”. Full
texts are available in the following ways: 
1. If your library is a CALIS member libraries, please log on http://etd.calis.edu.cn/ and submit
requests online, or consult the interlibrary loan department in your library. 
2. For users of non-CALIS member libraries, please mail to etd@xmu.edu.cn for delivery details.
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
